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Abstract 

 

The International Court of Justice (ICJ), established in 1945 as the principal judicial organ of 

the United Nations (UN), embodies a post World War II commitment to fostering international 

peace and security through judicial means. Anchored in the UN Charter, it obliges member 

states to resolve disputes peacefully, building on precedents like the League of Nations while 

addressing enforcement challenges. Promulgated in 1945 to rectify the League & # 39; s 

deficiencies, the UN Charter prioritizes preventing global conflicts through structures for 

peaceful adjudication. International law provides a framework for dispute resolution via 

treaties, courts, and organizations, mitigating escalations that threaten the peace. This paper 

examines the evolution, efficacy, and limitations of international law in promoting global 

dispute resolution. Theoretical Basis and Research Methods Theoretical basis: Explored the 

variables of international law to explain its role in dispute resolution. Research method: 

Documentary analysis of sources, journals, and deductive reasoning. 

 

Keywords: Disputes, Settlement, Arbitration, Judicial, Security, ICJ, UN Charter 

 

A. Introduction 

International law had arise from an agreement to be establishing binding practices for the 

nation states, through ratification. The UN Charter obliges members to resolve disputes 

peacefully. The ICJ what was created in the post World War II, its aim is to achieve the peace 

and security. These rules and practices stipulate to laid down ‘patterns of conduct’ the states 

are under obligation to honour at the international level. The Constitutive Charter of the UN, 

nevertheless, in placed an obligation on the member states to resolute conflicts by resolving all 

the disputes in a peaceful manner. The Concept International Law established “civilised 

practices. In the era Post World War I, pioneered institutionalized efforts to avert conflict by 

restricting recourse to war, and its preamble articulated the ambition, building the League of 

Nations. (ICJ Statute (1945).) (League of Nations Covenant, art 12 (1920).) (Declaration on 

Principles of International Law, UNGA Res 2625 (XXV). 

International law plays a fundamental role in maintaining global peace and stability by 

providing legal frameworks and principles that govern relations among states. One of its core 

objectives is the peaceful settlement of international disputes, as emphasized in the Charter of 

the United Nations. In an international system characterized by political diversity, economic 

interdependence, and competing national interests, disputes between states are inevitable. 

However, international law seeks to prevent such disputes from escalating into armed conflict 

by promoting peaceful means of resolution. Abdullah, A. L. I. (2025). 
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The principle of peaceful settlement of disputes obliges states to resolve their 

disagreements through non-violent methods such as negotiation, mediation, conciliation, 

arbitration, and judicial settlement. These mechanisms reflect the collective commitment of the 

international community to uphold the rule of law and respect for sovereignty while ensuring 

international peace and security. Institutions such as the International Court of Justice and 

various arbitral tribunals have played a significant role in clarifying legal norms and providing 

authoritative decisions in international disputes. Zuhrah, F. (2025). 

Despite the availability of established legal mechanisms, the effectiveness of peaceful 

dispute settlement often depends on the willingness of states to comply with international legal 

obligations and accept third-party intervention. Political considerations, power asymmetries, 

and issues of enforcement continue to pose challenges to the practical implementation of 

international dispute resolution mechanisms. Therefore, an examination of international law 

and the peaceful settlement of disputes remains highly relevant in understanding both the 

strengths and limitations of the current international legal order. Cambridge University Press. 

(2025). 

This study aims to analyze the legal principles and mechanisms governing the peaceful 

settlement of disputes under international law, as well as to assess their role in promoting global 

peace and legal certainty. By examining relevant legal instruments, doctrines, and case law, 

this research seeks to contribute to a deeper understanding of how international law functions 

as a tool for conflict prevention and resolution in contemporary international relations. Tams, 

C. J. (Ed.). (2012). 

 

B. Research Method 

1. Research Design 

This study employs a qualitative research approach with a normative legal research 

design. The research focuses on understanding, interpreting, and analyzing the principles, 

norms, and mechanisms of international law governing the peaceful settlement of international 

disputes. A qualitative approach is appropriate because the study seeks to explore legal 

concepts, interpret legal texts, and examine practices rather than measure variables 

quantitatively. Hammadi, T. J. (2025). 

 

2. Research Approach 

The research applies several complementary approaches, including: 

a. Statutory Approach: This approach examines international legal instruments such as 

the United Nations Charter, international treaties, conventions, and resolutions that 

regulate the peaceful settlement of disputes. 

b. Conceptual Approach: This approach analyzes legal doctrines, principles, and 

concepts related to peaceful dispute settlement, including negotiation, mediation, 

conciliation, arbitration, and judicial settlement. 

c. Case Approach: Selected cases from international judicial and quasi-judicial bodies, 

such as the International Court of Justice (ICJ) and international arbitration tribunals, 

are analyzed to understand how legal principles are applied in practice. Hammadi, T. 

J. (2024). 

 

3. Sources of Data 

The study relies on secondary data, which consist of legal materials categorized as 

follows: 

a. Primary Legal Materials: International treaties, conventions, charters, and judicial 

decisions relevant to international dispute settlement. 
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b. Secondary Legal Materials: Scholarly books, peer-reviewed journal articles, legal 

commentaries, and reports written by experts in international law. 

c. Tertiary Legal Materials: Legal dictionaries, encyclopedias, and reference materials 

used to clarify legal terminology and concepts. Perjalanan, T. (2024). 

 

4. Data Collection Technique 

Data are collected through a library-based research method. Relevant legal documents 

and academic literature are systematically identified, reviewed, and documented to ensure 

comprehensive coverage of the topic. The collection process emphasizes authoritative and 

credible international law sources. Tuffuor, K. A. T., Korantema, S. K., & Yin, E. T. Y. (2024). 

 

5. Data Analysis Technique 

The collected data are analyzed using qualitative descriptive and analytical methods. 

Legal materials are interpreted through systematic legal interpretation, including textual, 

contextual, and teleological analysis. The study examines similarities, differences, and 

developments in dispute settlement mechanisms to evaluate their effectiveness and relevance 

within the international legal framework. The International Law Commission. (2024). 

 

6. Validity and Reliability 

To ensure the validity of the research findings, the study applies source triangulation by 

comparing multiple legal sources and scholarly opinions. Consistency in interpretation and 

analysis is maintained through careful cross-referencing of legal texts and cases. (UNCLOS). 

(1982). 

 

7. Scope and Limitations 

The research focuses exclusively on peaceful mechanisms of international dispute 

settlement as regulated by international law and does not address coercive measures or the use 

of force. The analysis is limited to selected cases and legal instruments that are most relevant 

to the research objectives. Noer, R. T., & Majiid, K. A. (2023). 

 

C. Result 

1. Historical Foundations 

The League of Nations Covenant (1920) restricted war to promote co-operation and 

peace. & quot; In order to promote international co-operation and to achieve international peace 

and security by the acceptance of obligations not to resort to war. & quot; Article 12 imposed 

a three month cooling off period, of post arbitration or inquiry, however, the enforcement 

failures led to the World War II. (League of Nations Covenant, art 12 (1920).) (Brierly J, The 

Law of Nations (Oxford University Press, 6 th edn, 1963).) 

 

2. UN Charter and Institutional FUN Charter and Institutional Framework 

In 1945 UN Charter League addresses the shortcomings, with the Article 33 listing 

negotiation, mediation, arbitration, and judicial settlement. The preamble emphasises human 

rights and justice. The ICJ, nevertheless, handles the contentious cases and advisory opinions. 

Powell, E. J., & Wiegand, K. E. (2023). 

Promulgated in 1945 to rectify the League’s deficiencies, the UN Charter prioritises 

preventing future global conflicts through robust structures for peaceful adjudication. While 

the preamble underscores commitments to human rights, justice, and international law. The 

ICJ, integral to this architecture, adjudicates contentious cases with state consent and issues 

advisory opinions, thereby bolstering collective security. Sumadinata, W. S. (2023). 
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Conceptual Evolution of International Law: International law, traditionally defined by 

James Brierly as “the body of rules and principles of action which are binding upon civilised 

states in their relations with one another,” has transcended state-centric origins. Pioneers like 

Francisco de Vitoria in the 16 th century applied natural law principles to intercultural 

encounters, secularising norms and laying groundwork for universality. Post-World War II 

developments expanded its scope to encompass human rights, trade, and environmental 

governance, with peremptory norms, imposing universal obligations. (UN Charter, arts 33, 

preamble (1945).) (Brierly J, The Law of Nations (Oxford University Press, 6 th edn, 1963).) 

 

3. Contemporary Challenges and Efficacy 

International law furnishes a viable framework for dispute resolution via treaties, courts, 

and organizations, mitigating escalations that threaten peace. Nonetheless, enforcement 

remains hampered by state sovereignty, veto mechanisms in the UN Security Council, and 

accusations of bias, as evidenced in protracted conflicts. Scholars advocate enhanced 

implementation strategies to reconcile these tensions, ensuring law’s role in sustaining 

cooperation amid globalization. The International Law offers treaties and courts for the 

resolution however, faces sovereignty issues, UN Security Council vetoes, and bias claims. 

There enhanced strategies are needed to be in placed in the era of globalization co-operation. 

Putra, A. A., & Rahmi, A. (2023). 

International Court of Justice (ICJ), as it is known to be established after the Second 

World War. ICJ was of course stablished with the Intention to achieve international peace and 

for the provision of the security. The Constitutive Charter of the UN, nevertheless, in placed 

an obligation on the member-states to resolute conflict/s by resolving all the disputes in a 

peaceful manner. Under the UN, in some dispute resolution at the time of the UN was addressed 

as the Auspicious by some scholars. Gratitude to UN resources and scholars for foundational 

insights. Franchini, D., & Buchan, R. (2023). 

There are some other scholars have paid less attention how international law and the 

implementing agencies of the UN have contributed to global dispute settlement, in spite 

through UNs presence there it helped to resolve some disputes. When it was examined in the 

paper, the significance of international law and its implementing agencies in the peaceful 

settlement of disputes, there argued that international law and its implementation agencies 

provide an effective framework for peaceful dispute settlement among nations, and there it is. 

Promoting global security, and co-operation. “In order to promote international co-operation 

and to achieve international peace and security, by the acceptance of obligations not to resort 

to war.” Stated in the Article 12: It is ‘prohibited for the Member States from resorting to war 

until three months after a dispute settlement process had concluded, whether via arbitration, 

judicial settlement, or a report by the League of Nations Council. Kulesza, J. (2022). 

The United Nations (UN) Charter was promulgated after the League of Nations had been 

saddled with a lot of challenges which culminated in the Second World War. The UN 

Constitutive Charter was geared towards forestalling the occurrence of another world war, 

which primarily meant that, the provisions and the structures established were designed to 

achieve world peace.’ For the atrocities committed during the First and Second World Wars, 

there it had left legacy of an outrage of the conscience of mankind. The UN therefore, has been 

established to prevent accruing of another war and to ensure of maintaining the world peace. 

Among the objectives of the UN, the key was the development of friendly and cordial relations 

among the member countries, to enabling the advancing, for the progress of member countries, 

and for maintaining the respect, between the parties. Powell, E. J. (2022). 

However, the serving of international law and its effectiveness in promoting peaceful 

settlement of disputes remains a pressing concern in the global governance. While in the paper 

examines of the importance of international law and its enforcement entities in the resolution 
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of disputes. There the international treaties’ proliferation, organizations and courts, the 

interstate conflicts shown to be and often had been escalating the conflicts to violent 

confrontations. It is meant to be as that the international law and its enforcement agencies do 

provide an effective framework for peaceful dispute resolution between nations, it is claimed 

to be fostering global security and co-operation. United Nations Charter. (1945). 

Simultaneously, the matter of conflict resolution for the peace negotiation, there the 

violence, and conflicts however, interfere in peace negotiation as the counter argument on the 

UN about its impartiality, and question been risen on its ability of effectively to result to the 

dispute resolution. Many International institutional treaties groups have began to examine in 

the UNs context of what implications they had as what it is meant to be for the dispute 

settlement. (Declaration on Principles of International Law, UNGA Res 2625 (XXV).) (League 

of Nations Covenant, art 12 (1920). (ICJ Statute (1945). 

 

D. Conclusion 

1. Conclusions 

International law has evolved with UN mechanisms to prevent war thus, the enforcement 

persists as a challenge. There are many more, legislations, articles and acts have been input in 

the International Law and in UN Charters. International law has been growing in the last  

century, the Authors stated, ‘to include a “growing body of anthropological research on its 

principles and practices”. This has helped social scientists, activists, and lawyers to understand 

how international law develops and works. The principal frameworks of modern international 

law hinge on how to deal with war, and the treatment of the combatants. 

The international law for the globalisation expansion, it transcends a boundary, it was 

continental peripheral Europe, to Asia. It was “West-centric,” “state-centric with its expansion 

The “judicial centric formulations” understandable includes in other practices of culture, 

religious and ethical values. 

The International law it consists of rules and principles of general application dealing 

with the conduct of states and international organisations and with their relations for security 

whether natural or juridical. Hobbes argues “succinctly in The Leviathan need to have a 

sovereign authority with the power to make binding decisions to ensure international security, 

the covenants, without the sword, are but words and of no strength to secure a man at all.” 

Therefore, must keep the safety.” “(UCC Law Journal. Volume 4 Issue 1, July, 2024.) 

 

2. Recommendations 

To strengthen the ICJ jurisdiction, should reform the veto powers, and must consider to 

promote the universal ratification of dispute clauses. Moreover, the future research should 

analyse the recent cases like the Nicaragua v. USA. There is an emergence of bilateral legal 

covenants between states. The “religious papal authority”, replaced, the legal authority on the 

basis of Secular and universal. The founding fathers of international law, were Francisco de 

Victoria, and Putin Place. Imperialists and International Law, the two entities cannot be 

separated. In 16 th century after the Spanish in encounter with the Indians, international law 

has developed, with the breaking out of a prejudice about Indians that is Spanish and Indians 

could both be incorporated under the same system of natural law. 

International law and its enforcement agencies do provide an effective framework for 

peaceful dispute resolution between nations, it is claimed to be fostering global security and 

co-operation. Among the objectives of the UN, the key was the development of friendly and 

cordial relations among the member countries, to enabling the advancing, for the progress of 

member countries, and for maintaining the respect, between the parties. 

The “judicial-centric formulations” to include in other practices of other cultures, 

religious and ethical values. (Military and Paramilitary Activities in and against Nicaragua). 
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(Declaration on Principles of International Law, UNGA Res 2625 (XXV).) 
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